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Abstract

In this study, we conducted field research on the kaidenma at the Minato Festival and Katsuura
Hachiman Shrine Festival in Wakayama Prefecture, as well as the Murohara Shrine Festival and
Ebisu Festival in Hiroshima Prefecture, were documented in text and photographs and interviews
were conducted with those involved, after fieldwork was carried out. The aim of this research was
to elucidate their current status, problem, and future prospects. Our findings revealed that not only
local residents but also staff members of the Self-Defense Forces bases and students from nearby
university facilities actively participate as kaidenma rowers in the Suimon Festival. Moreover,
measures have been implemented to prevent a decline in the number of participants. Additionally,
we discovered that the annual festival of Katsuura Hachiman Shrine incorporates various rituals
beyond kaidenma to maximize spectator engagement, leveraging the shrine’s proximity to the
Kumanokodo, a World Heritage site. At the Murohara Shrine and Ebisu Festival, the kaidenma
serves not only as a ceremonial act but also as a form of exorcism for the rowers, ensuring their
continual involvement and attracting new participants. These kaidenma rituals have been
preserved as traditional events, capitalizing on regional characteristics and adapting ritual types.
In addition to that, raising awareness of the kaidenma through media channels will be essential to

sustain and promote these traditions.
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